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• Finding the right fi t for our Forest Discovery Tours.
• Forest Field Day hosts doing their part for the future.
• Mark Your Calendars!
• FT&F Board welcomes new member.
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“Promoting Forest 
Stewardship Th rough Stewardship Th rough 

Education.”

Please see TOURS, page 3

Each summer through its Forest Dis-
covery Tours, FT&F off ers the public covery Tours, FT&F off ers the public 
— and interested private groups — a 
chance to get out into our surrounding 
forests and see for themselves how area 
landowners are managing their timber-
lands. All participants need to do is bring 
a lunch and their questions. We do the 
rest. 

As in all of our programs, the tours 
are a group eff ort. For the last three years, 
FT&F has partnered in this educational 
endeavor with Lane Community Col-
lege, which off ers the opportunity under 
Continuing Education. As in the past, the 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute helps 
fund transportation and provides edu- Participants in our July 22 Historic Hull-Oakes Sawmill & Lands tour are fascinated by the the 

millpond and the boat operation that fed the logs to the debarker.

Finding the right fi t for our forest tours: No Silver BulletsFinding the right fi t for our forest tours: No Silver Bullets

Long before the yellow 
school buses spill their cargo 
of excited middle schoolers, 
preparation for Forest Field 
Days is underway.  From re-
cruiting the army of volunteers 
needed to teach the 1300+ 
students, to ordering the clay, 
the owl pellets and the donuts 
for the volunteers — there are 
a thousand details to attend to 
each season.  

But it isn’t only FT&F that 
is working to assure a smooth 
learning experience for our 
youth. Since Forest Field 
Days began in 1994, we have 
been fortunate to have part-
ners who greatly value forestry 
education, and who put their 
energies behind the eff ort to 
provide it.  

Th ey are our Forest Field 

Our Forest Field Day Hosts — Doing their part for the future

Day hosts — the local tree 
farmers who assure that their 
land is safe and ready for the 
lessons to be imparted. Each 
year, they quietly take care of 
business. Th e trails are cleared, 
the roads readied for the bus-
es, the brush and windfall re-
moved, the meadows mowed, 

the equipment stored, the 
livestock corralled, the trash-
cans placed and the parking lot 
cleared. 

But — like a forest — 
things are always changing.  
People pass on, teachers retire, 
new interests emerge and new 
paths unfold.

In West Lane County, 
Jim Hooker once welcomed 
schools and volunteers to his 
Wolf Creek property near 
Crow for the Spring Forest 
Field Days — a warm smile 
and a warming fi re ready for 
those chill mornings. Today, 
Jim is gone, but his legacy lives 
on in the thousands of chil-
dren who have trekked across 
his mountaintop over the years  
— measuring trees, exploring 
wildlife habitat, learning about 
the properties of soils and the 
protections for riparian areas. 

Following Jim’s passing 
in 2007, Tom Bauman and 
Lindsay Reaves opened their 
gates and their lives to outdoor 
learning on the family tree 
farm near Crow. 

See LANDOWNERS, page 2

Natural resource education champions, Bert and Betty 
Udell, at their Happy Valley Tree Farm near Lebanon. 



With an eye toward an 
evolving outdoor educational 
center for all ages, they part-
nered with FT&F to build 
a series of bridges, trails and 
shelters to enhance the learn-
ing experience. Th ey’ve just 
fi nished their fourth Forest 
Field Days in May, with many 
more to come. 

Farther west, on the North 
Fork of the Siuslaw River, 
Noland and Maureen Hun-
tington wrapped up the fi fth 
season of hosting students 
from Florence and Mapleton 
middle schools. Students usu-
ally fi nd sunny skies as they 
gather data for their land man-
agement plansm and hey also 
fi nd a river of elk droppings, 
perhaps a deer or two, a bear 
pit — and sometimes a wary 
bear, rapidly retreating from 
the encroaching crowds.

 At the eastern side of the 
county, the Petersen family 
has grown timber, cattle sheep, 
pigs and turkeys on their Up-
per Camp Creek Road prop-
erty.  Th ey have also raised a 

large crop of students. 
As the fi rst family in Lane 

County to welcome Forest 
Field Days, Leroy Petersen re-
calls when 1,000 to 1,200 kids 
a year would attend the fall 
events. Each October for 15 
years, Leroy, Andy and Allen 
Petersen would ferry a stream 
of volunteers up the hill to 
their stately Douglas fi r forest 
for a day of fi eld studies, typi-
cally under threatening skies.   

But this year, things are dif-
ferent. For the fi rst time, Fall 
Forest Field Days will take 
place at the Bauman tree farm, 
amid the new improvements 
and under the sturdy shelters. 
For the Petersens, it is a natu-
ral transition.

“We enjoyed it,” says Leroy 
Petersen of hosting the stu-
dents. “But I just love the set-
up that Tom has out there. It 
is so good. Th e kids can really 
learn.  Nowadays, a lot of kids 
only know the inside of an 
apartment and a TV.” 

Th ere are changes in Sweet 
Home as well, where Bert and 

Betty Udell have been host-
ing Spring Forest Field Days 
for a decade.On June 17, Bert 
passed away at the age of 92. 

For 69 years the couple 
worked together, growing 
their family, founding Udell’s 
Logging Engineering Consult-
ing & Land Surveying in 1946, 
and developing their 200-acre 
“goat farm” into a fi ne example 
of modern forestry encom-
passing 1,000-acres. 

In 1982, they received the 
honor of National Tree Farm 
of the Year — the fi rst in Or-
egon — which was presented 
by President Reagan. It was 
one of many recognitions giv-
en for their dedication to good 
causes in general and children 
in particular. 

Over the decades, the Udells 
have opened their land to the 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 
the 4-H, among other worthy 
causes. For 26 years, they held 
a Tree Day, in which as many 
as 1,500 children would at-
tend to learn about Oregon’s 
abundant resource.

Today, the family continues 
in the business, and continues 
to share the Happy Valley 
Tree Farm with the communi-
ty’s youth.  

Th e students from Sweet 
Home and Lebanon schools 
will again roam the Happy 
Valley Tree Farm for Forest 
Field Days. And Betty remains 
active on the path she and Bert 
started down so long ago. 

 “She’s still going to forestry 
fi eld trips to get ideas for this 
tree farm!” says daughter Fay 
Sallee. 

We thank the Udells, the 
Petersens, the Huntingtons 
and the Hookers. We thank 
Tom Bauman and Lindsay 
Reaves.  For their generosity, 
their vision and their commit-
ment. 

Without them, there could 
be no Forest Field Days. No 
armies of students traipsing 
through forests and meadows, 
no learning and laughter in the 
woods. 

It is, indeed, a legacy of 
which to be proud. 

Th ere are a few impor-
tant events coming up soon, 
including our Annual Meet-
ing and Volunteer Appre-
ciation Luncheon, the Lane 
County Tree Farmer of the 
Year Tour and our Fall For-
est Field Days.  

* Saturday, Sept. 11, 
there will be a chance to 
explore an award-winning 
tree farm during the Lane 
County Tree Farmer of the 
Year Tour 2010.  Off ered 
by owner Tom Bauman and 
wife, Lindsay Reaves, with 
the Lane Small Woodland 
Association, the tour will 
begins at 9 a.m. and runs to 
noon, with lunch following. 

For those curious about the 
evolving outdoor education-
al center — and all those im-
provements put in last year 
to enhance our Forest Field 
Days — this is a fi ne oppor-
tunity to see what all the ex-
citement has been about. 

* Monday, Sept. 20, For-
ests Today & Forever will 
once again hold its Annual 
Meeting & Volunteer Ap-
preciation Luncheon at the 
Boulevard Grill from 11:30 
to 1:30. Th e yearly event is 
our way of recognizing our 
supporters – including our 
landowners, sponsors, vol-
unteers and educators – as 
well as letting them all know 

what we’ve been up to over 
the past year.  We are pleased 
to present Todd Payne, Proj-
ect Manager for the Seneca-
Jones Cogen Plant, as our 
guest speaker. As in the past, 
we’ll have students from 
Shasta Middle School shar-
ing the information learned 
through the Forest Field 
Day program.  For reserva-
tions, please call Program 
Coordinator LaRae Ash at 
541-767-9078, or email coo
rdinator@foreststodayandfo
rever.org before Sept. 13. 

* Th ursday, Oct. 7th 
And last but not least, our 
Fall Forest Field Days is just 
around the corner and com-

ing up fast!  Th is year, 75 
students from Pleasant Hill 
Middle School will attend 
Forest Field Day at the Bau-
man Tree Farm.  

It is the fi rst time Pleas-
ant Hill has attended at the 
Bauman property. For 15 
years, the event has been gra-
ciously hosted by the Peters-
en family on their beautiful 
property on Upper Camp 
Creek Road east of Spring-
fi eld. (Please see landowner 
story.) 

If you can spare a day 
for this very worthy — and 
fun — event, please contact 
LaRae Ash at the above in-
formation. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

LANDOWNERS from page 1 _____________________________________________



FORESTS TODAY & FOREVER
PROGRAM COORDINATOR LARAE ASH

Forests Today & Forever is a non-profi t 501(c)(3) organization. 
For more information, please see our web site:

www.foreststodayandforever.org
Contact LaRae Ash at (541)767-9078 or email at 

coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

TOURS from page 1 ____________________________________________________________
cational literature on a wide 
range of forestry topics. And 
each year, our tour hosts con-
tinue to step up to the plate. 
Over time, they’ve included 
Seneca-Jones, Zip-O-Logs, 
Starfi re Lumber, Giustina 
Resources, Giustina Land & 
Timber, Roseburg Resources, 
Weyerhaeuser Company, the 
Oregon Dept. of Forestry and 
the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, among many others.

We never know which 
tours will capture the public 
interest. Some draw a crowd; 
others don’t. We keep off er-
ing. Th is year, we were in for 
a surprise. 

Th e BLM/ Roseburg Re-
sources Tour seemed destined 
to be a hit. It was designed to 
provide a comparison of how 
public and industrial land-
owners approach forest man-
agement — as well as an ex-
planation of how the “check-
erboard pattern” of ownership 
in the Coast Range functions. 

It attracted little attention. 
On the other hand, with 

the same promotion, the His-
toric Hull-Oakes Sawmill & 
Lands Tour drew a crowd. 
Th ere was so much interest in 
the family operation — now 
moving into its fourth gen-
eration — that we ran two 
tours. 

As our “tourists” declared, 
it had been on their ‘bucket 
list’ for a long time — and the 
tour provided a long step back 
in time for many, although the 
company keeps a clear eye on 
the future. Besides the mill-
pond and the powerhouse, 
one of the most appreciated 
features of the tour was the 
company’s dedication to its 
forests and its employees. 

But we also found that the 
Seed to Sawmill Tour over-
view attracted a crowd. We 
expected 25 teachers; we re-
ceived 40. 

Off ered in conjunction 
with Th e Summer Institute, 

which provides educational 
opportunities for teacher li-
censing, the Lane County 
teachers traveled to Cottage 
Grove for an impressive look 
at perhaps the most effi  cient 
mill in America — the Wey-
erhaeuser Company sawmill. 
Th ey then learned about the 
latest in seed production and 
about the partnerships in-
volved in producing the best 
seedlings for specifi c locations 
at the Tyrrell Seed Orchard 
near Lorane. 

Moving on to the Bauman 
Family Tree Farm for lunch 
in the Forest Field Day learn-
ing meadow, the group heard 
from retired Florence teacher 
and Lane Small Woodlands 
Association member Dave 
Rankin, who spoke on the 
contributions and concerns 
of our family forest owners 
— followed by a look at the 
life of a tree farmer off ered by 
owner Tom Bauman.  

Th e day wrapped up with 

comments from forester and 
FT&F president, Mike Payne. 
Payne spoke of the strong 
personal sense of stewardship 
felt by those who manage our 
forests.    

All in all, a good day 
— and an excellent tour, said 
nearly all of the teachers upon 
departure. 

No, we do not always know 
what tour off erings will prove 
successful. But we do know it 
is important to keep making 
the off ers.          

Our forests — and the 
economic, social and envi-
ronmental contributions they 
make to our lives — are too 
important to misunderstand.  

If you know of a specifi c 
group that would be in-

If you know of a specifi c 
group that would be in-

If you know of a specifi c 

terested in learning more 
group that would be in-
terested in learning more 
group that would be in-

about our working forests, 
terested in learning more 
about our working forests, 
terested in learning more 

or if you have ideas for a 
about our working forests, 
or if you have ideas for a 
about our working forests, 

tour that you would like 
or if you have ideas for a 
tour that you would like 
or if you have ideas for a 

to share…we welcome 
tour that you would like 
to share…we welcome 
tour that you would like 

your suggestions. 

Congratulations to Forest Field Day teacher Ron Leon-
ard, who retired this year from Meadow View Middle 
School after 34 years in education. Ron has been a great 
believer in FFD, having attended with his classes for 11 
years. But it’s not goodbye; it’s a see-you-later, as Ron will 
be attending as a volunteer.  We are looking forward to it! 

Congratulations !!

We at FT&F say goodbye and thank you to Joshua 
Clark, who has served on our board of directors for the 
past six years — and we off er a warm welcome to Jane 
Yates, who joined the board last month in his stead. Both 
are attorneys with Gleaves, Swearingen, Potter and Scott, 
LLP. but Josh has recently left the fi rm to join his wife in 
her law practice. For many years, he served as the FT&F 
board vice president, and his expertise and guidance will 
be missed.

Jane brings a variety of skills and interests to the board. 
Raised in Seaside, she also has spent time in Wyoming and 
Idaho, as well as in Paris, where she obtained her BA from 
the American University of Paris, followed later by a law 
degree from the University of Oregon.  

Prior to becoming a lawyer, Jane provided electronic 
graphic services for live television events. After obtaining 

her law degree, she clerked for the Honorable Gregory G. 
Foote. She is now president-elect of the Lane County Bar 
Association, and she recently joined the board of the Wil-
lamette Farm and Food Coalition. Her current focus is 
business and property law.

Married with a college-age daughter and an infant son, 
Jane enjoys spending time with family and friends, bar-
bequing, beer making, hiking, and upland bird hunting. 
When time allows, she works with the family’s two Ger-
man Shorthair Pointers, who  are “crazy about birds.”

 “I like that FTF gets kids into the fi eld,” says the new-
est board member.  “Th ey get to explore all the aspects of a 
tree farm, from land conservation and habitat building to 
forestry practice.”

We look forward working with Jane, and we wish Josh well! 

FT&F Board bids a welcome and a good-bye...
We at FT&F say goodbye and thank you to Joshua 

FT&F Board bids a welcome and a good-bye...
We at FT&F say goodbye and thank you to Joshua her law degree, she clerked for the Honorable Gregory G. 

FT&F Board bids a welcome and a good-bye...
her law degree, she clerked for the Honorable Gregory G. 


